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European Festival Competition Guidelines 
 
The Purpose of the Competitions 
There are several reasons why competitions are a part of our festival schedule. Including: 
- Competition allows puppet teams to share songs and skits they have been working on. 
- Observers can gain new ideas from watching others perform. 
- The challenge of competition encourages puppeteers to work hard as a team to do their best. 
- Participants in the festival competitions are reminded that the overall purpose of performing is to minister and share our 
ministry with others. 
 
 

Five Divisions of Competition: 
Puppet Song    - Entries must be one pre-recorded song of 5 minutes or less. 
Puppet Skit      - Entries may either be performed using live voice or pre-recorded in a time of 5 minutes or less.  

Puppet Skits must not include songs. 
Vent/Solo         - Entries must be live performance dialogue or song of 5 minutes or less (using vent or whispering technique) 
Creative Arts    - Entries can include any Creative Art form (for example gospel illusions, ballooning, storytelling) but 

puppets/puppetry is not permitted and should be entered into one of the other competitions instead. 
Backing tracks are permitted. 

Open            - Entries may be any of the above or part song, part skit, part dance and part drama lasting 
5 minutes or less. Performance may include the use of Blacklight Puppetry. 

 
 

Time Limit 
The performance limit for all divisions is 5 minutes or less. 5 points will be deducted from the total score of any team that fails to 
finish within the 5 minute time limit. 
  

 
Provision of Track 
You are required to bring with you a copy of the song/skit either on CD or on a memory stick. File formats preferred would be MP3 
or WAV but not essential. Please contact us on 01472 241068 if you have any questions.  
 
 

Set Up Time 
Please be ready to perform within 3 minutes of entering the stage. All props, scenery, or other equipment should be quickly put in 
place and removed immediately after the performance. 
 
 

Props and Scenery 
Because the size and types of staging used vary from team to team, all props should be made to be either free standing or hand 
held. All scenery should be of lightweight type that can be draped over the stage or hung from the crossbars. There will not be a 
prop rack available. The stage used in competitions will be our own Standard Stage Set which is a fully adjustable two-tier tripod 
stage. 
 
 

Kneeling Pads 
Please supply your own kneeling pads or other materials you may need for your shorter puppeteers to kneel or stand on. The 
Stage Managers will help adjust the stage but it will be to your responsibility to achieve the correct height. 
 
 

Special Requests 
If you plan to use live voices, special lighting or other effects please let us know well in advance so we can be prepared. A limited 
number of headset mics are available to use. 
 
 

Judging 
The judges will comprise of three experienced practitioners who will be judging you on the quality and performance skills use in 
your performance. Their marks and comments will be passed to the Adjudicator whose decision will be final. The completed score 
sheets with feedback will be given to all entries 
 
 

Awards 
There will be an award for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place given for each competition, with each entry receiving a certificate. 


